
      CLASSROOM POLICY 2014-2015- Calderón
Dear Parents:

Allow me to introduce myself as Mr. Calderón, your child’s Physics teacher.  I am looking forward to working 
with you and your child in a productive manner for the upcoming school year.  Below you will find my Classroom Policy, 
and I ask that you keep this with you as a reference for the year.  Please take the time to read though it, particularly my 
grading policy.  In that regard, it has been my observation that “an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.”

I will be available to address any questions or concerns you may have and you may contact me by calling the Chapin 
switchboard at (915) 832-6730, Ext. 6274, by e-mail at picalder@episd.org  or you may send me a note with your son or 
daughter.  Telephone calls work best, but if for any reason I do not return your communication within 24 hours, please 
send me a note with your son or daughter.

Class Rules: 
I expect students, at all times, to

1) respect teachers and fellow students
2) follow school policy as outlined in the student code of conduct, and
3) be prepared daily to learn and work.  

Students are to come to class prepared each day with pen or pencil, paper, their science folder, textbook, calculators and 
any assignments.  Should students choose to disregard the class rules, they will be disciplined as follows: 
1st offense = verbal reprimand
2nd offense = student conference
3rd offense = telephone call to parents and 20 minute detention to be served the following day at the beginning of lunch; 
4th or serious offense = immediate administrative referral and telephone request for parent conference. 

Laboratory Safety: 
Because of the paramount importance of safety in the classroom when dealing with chemicals and equipment, any student 
caught at any time eating, drinking, or chewing gum, or any student not appropriately attired on lab days with long pants, 
closed shoes, covered shoulders, and safety equipment will automatically be disciplined as a 3rd offense.  Students will 
thus forfeit laboratory privileges for that day and receive 0% credit with no opportunity to regain credit for that 
assignment.  For this reason, I suggest students who are forgetful bring to class a pair of closed shoes and sweatpants or 
jeans which they may leave in the classroom for laboratory days.

Assignments: 
If you have not yet done so, consider signing up with our Parent Portal – an interactive, parent-accessible, web-based 
grade maintenance program – available at << http://tinyurl.com/Chapin-PSP >> so that you may keep abreast of your 
child’s grades.  

That said, I strongly caution parents from reliance on this program to ensure that students are up to speed on actually 
completing and turning in their assignments, since documentation of a failing or zero grade – no matter how current – is 
no substitute for prevention of a such a grade.

Students will be responsible for maintaining a record of their own work by the use of an Assignment Sheet (please see 
below for example) which shall be kept in their folders along with all current and previous assignments.  Folders and 
laboratory books will be periodically collected and checked for a separate grade.  All assignments will be posted in the 
classroom for students to copy into their Assignment Sheets.  Additionally, parents and students may log onto my website 
at << http://calderon5734.webs.com/ >>, and navigate to find homework assignments posted under the “Calendar” tab. 

Here is an example of an assignment sheet.
DATE 
Assigned

ASSIGNMENT NAME DUE 
DATE

“X” when 
turned in

SCORE
rec’d / possible

H-L-A

A 19 Aug Worksheet 1:  Significant Figures 21 Aug    X 8 / 10 H

B 21 Aug Lab 1: Dimensional Analysis 23 Aug    X 19 / 25 L

C 22 Aug Worksheet 2: Conversions 23 Aug NHI 0 / 10 H
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Grading Policy: 
On my part, I will make myself available for conferences as necessary, and all students, regardless of their standing in the 
class, will receive a progress report every third week.  Grading is on a system of accumulated points with homework 
weighted at 10 or 50 points for daily homework or packets, respectively, laboratory work at 25 points, and assessments 
(quizzes or tests) at 20 or 50 points.  All classwork will constitute 85% of the nine week’s grade.  The remaining 5% and 
10% (per District mandate) will be computed from classroom participation and nine weeks examinations, respectively.  

Students should expect from two to five assignments per week, most of which we will begin in class but may be taken 
home for completion.  Late work will be penalized.  Therefore, students are encouraged come in for tutoring for help with 
any assignments; the tutoring schedule may be found on my website.

Absences, Late Work and Credit Recovery: 
Students who accrue an unexcused absence will receive a zero grade for any assignments due on the day of the 
absence and will not be allowed to make up any work.  

In the case that absences are excused, the student shall only have as many days – NOT class sessions – as (s)he was absent  
to make up any work.  Since we are on a modified block schedule, it is imperative that students come in immediately upon 
return to school, even if it is not on a day we are scheduled to meet, so they may pick up any make-up work.

Any assignment not ready by the beginning of class on the due date will be considered LATE and thus eligible for 
only up to 50% credit.  Students will only have a single class day – NOT a class session – to turn in any late work. 

Should a student receive a 70% or lower on any homework assignment, with the exclusion of late work or zero credit, then 
I would encourage that student to benefit from a single re-take of the assignment during tutoring within one week of DUE 
DATE for a maximum of 80% re-take credit.  

Should a student receive a 70% or lower on any assessment, with the exclusion of late work or zero credit, then I would 
encourage that student to benefit from correcting the entire assessment during tutoring within one week of DUE DATE for 
a maximum of half of earned credit for corrections.  Thus, a student who completes all corrections after initially earning a 
70% may raise a grade to an 85% (70% originally earned + half correction credit on 30% = 15%, for a new grade of 85%) 
while a student who only partially completes corrections after earning an 70% will receive NO correction credit since the 
entire assignment was not corrected.

Homework Passes: 
Recognizing that students at times encounter situations beyond their control, each student will be issued three homework 
passes.  Industrious students are encouraged to take full advantage of such passes.  These passes will expire at the end of 
the third nine weeks grading period, and no student may employ more than two of each type of pass.  

Final Examinations: 
Since the policy regarding Semester Examinations has of yet not been approved for our campus at Chapin, we will work 
under the presumption that all students will participate in these examinations and they will have a weight of 10% of final 
grade.  

For students in AP Physics 1 or AP Physics 2, final examinations will be administered in the fall semester as preparation 
for the actual AP Physics test that all students must take as a requirement for the course.  All students enrolled in either 
AP Physics 1 or AP Physics 2 will sign up for and take the examination in May of 2015.  They may earn an exemption 
from the spring final examination if they have also met attendance requirements and have attended at least three Saturday 
test preparation sessions – one in the fall and two in the spring.

☝Parents and students, please be sure to sign for the Classroom Policy on the reverse of your Student 
Information & Contact Sheet.  Should you have any questions regarding this policy, please send me a note.

Sincerely, 

P. I. Calderón


